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Alcohol Is Consumption Is Consistent Over Time
“Do You Have Occasions to Drink Alcohol?”

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75
19

39

19
45

19
47

19
49

19
50

19
51

19
52

19
57

19
58

19
60

19
66

19
69

19
74

19
79

19
81

19
85

19
88

19
90

19
94

19
96

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
21

20
22

20
23

P
er

ce
nt

 w
ho

 s
ai

d
 “

Ye
s”

Source: Gallup Poll, 2023: Do you have occasion to use alcoholic beverages such as liquor, wine or beer??  



Beer is the Preferred Beverage of Consumers 
But lines are blurring (1992 to 2023)

Source: Gallup Poll, 2023: Do you most often drink beer, wine, or liquor?  

Beer continues to be preferred beverage of choice for US consumers of legal drinking age. (4 pts +/- margin of error)
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When Was your Last Drink?
Once Again, Consistency in Drinking Behavior

Within 24 
Hrs, 31%

1 to 7 
Days, 
40%

1 Week, 
29%

2003

Within 24 Hrs 1 to 7 Days 1 Week

Source: Gallup Poll, 2023: (Asked of those who drink alcohol) When did you last take a drink of any kind of alcoholic beverage?  

Within 24 
Hrs, 32%

1 to 7 
Days, 
37%

1 Week, 
32%

2023

Within 24 Hrs 1 to 7 Days 1 Week



Source: Compiled by NBWA, 2023 
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Too Much, Is Too Much...Markets Need to Correct
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Value of Alcohol Beverage Inventories 
(Beer, Wine, Spirits)

January 2010 to January 2024 

“…but also, below the direct customers 
in between there and the retailers, you 
have in these markets, multiple layers and 
some of these you can’t see as well. We 
really underestimated what inventory is 
sitting there.”  Diageo downplays poor 
spirits sales, 1/31/2024

https://www.census.gov/wholesale/index.html
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Colorado Total Alcohol Consumption Per 21+ Population
Equalized by ABV for Beer, Wine, Spirits and Cider



Source: California Board of Equalization and NBWA Industry Affairs, 2023

California Total Alcohol Consumption Per 21+ Population
Equalized by ABV for Beer, Wine, and Spirits
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Total At Home Alcohol Expenditures
$221 Billion in 2023 (3.5% higher than 2022) 



Alcohol Spending Share of Total Consumer Expenditures
1990 to 2022
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What We Drink, Where we Drink and When 
We drink will always be changing!



U.S. Tax and Trade Bureau Alcohol Permits/Approvals
Total U.S. 2010 to 2023 (June) All Time High at 36,000+
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U.S. Tax and Trade Bureau Approved Alcohol Products 
178.7K Products 12 months January 2024

Source: www.bw166.com.

By Category:
• Beer: 39.4K products approved over the L12M
• Spirits: 23.5K products approved over the L12M
• Wine: 115.8K products approved over the L12M

By Origin:
• Domestic: 90.8K products approved over the L12M
• Imports: 87.9K products approved over the



Total U.S. Retail Establishments Selling Beer per 100,000 LDA Consumers 
Yearly 2008 to 2023
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People and Money Moving Around the Country
Adjusted Gross Income Flows (2021)

State Rank
AGI 

(Inflow)
AGI 

(Outflow)
AGI 
(Net) Largest Net State-to-State Flow

Florida 1 $58.2B $19B $39.2B $9.8B from NY

Texas 2 $27.8B $16.9B $10.9B $5.6B from CA

Nevada 3 $8.9B $4.2B $4.6B $4.4B from CA

North Carolina 4 $13.3B $8.8B $4.6B $877M from NY

Arizona 5 $12.2B $7.7B $4.4B $2.6B from CA

New Jersey 47 $11.2B $15B −$3.8B -$3.8B to FL

Massachusetts 48 $7.3B $11.6B −$4.3B -$1.8B to FL

Illinois 49 $7.6B $18.5B −$10.9B -$3.9B to FL

New York 50 $13.7B $38.2B −$24.5B -$9.8B to FL

California 51 $21.3B $50.3B −$29.1B -$5.6 B to TX

https://eig.org/interactive-income-flows/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email



The Who, Where, When and How People Drink is 
Always Changing – where are people now?

The Boomers Who Tried 
Moving to Florida and 
Ended Up in Appalachia

“An older, wealthier 
population is transforming 
a rustic region into a 
bustling retirement haven, 
giving local governments 
something they haven’t 
had to handle before: 
explosive growth.”



New Narratives Regarding Alcohol 



The Public’s 
Perception 
of Alcohol

Gallup Poll 
July 2022



U.S. Rate of Chronic Liver Disease
1960 – 2021
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Source: https://wonder.cdc.gov/

Not just alcohol, impacts on chronic liver disease include the shift to more concentrated forms of 
alcohol (liquor), diet/obesity epidemic, the opioid epidemic, excessive pharmaceutical use and 

basic demographics of an aging population. The top prescribed drugs in America all have 
documented negative impacts on the liver and come with explicit alcohol warnings. 



Most 
Recently…



Center for Alcohol Policy (CAP)
• 89% percent of Americans agree it is important for the alcohol industry to be regulated
• More than 8 in 10 Americans (82%) agree alcohol is different from other products and 

therefore should be regulated differently
• 84% percent of Americans continue to be satisfied with the existing system for purchasing 

alcohol in their respective states.
• About 9 in 10 Americans (88%) are satisfied with the variety of alcohol products available
• Over two-thirds (67 percent) of Americans say that their state's alcohol regulations are 

"just right.“
• There is continued confidence in the safety of alcohol products sold as well. 89 percent of 

adult Americans trust that what they consume is safe. 
• (https://www.tracit.org/uploads/1/0/2/2/102238034/illicit_alcohol__-_white_paper.pdf

• Americans are satisfied (72%) with the number of places where alcohol can be purchased 
in their community.

Source: https://www.centerforalcoholpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Center-for-Alcohol-Policy-2023-Survey-Report.pdf

https://www.tracit.org/uploads/1/0/2/2/102238034/illicit_alcohol__-_white_paper.pdf
https://www.centerforalcoholpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Center-for-Alcohol-Policy-2023-Survey-Report.pdf


How Many Drinkers?
More Drinkers in 2022 than in 2012!

The Occasion to Drink
 Gallup Poll

Year
21+ 

Population
Occasion 
to Drink

Number of
Drinkers

2013 229 million 60% 138 million

2023 256 million 62% 159 million

Change 27 million +21 million

Beer as Preferred Beverage to Drink
 Gallup Poll

Year
21+ 

Population Prefer Beer

Number of 
Beer 

Drinkers

2013 229 million 36% 82 million

2023 256 million 37% 95 million

Change 27 million +13 million

The consumer is here and willing, the occasion is the priority.



People Like Special Occasions! 
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How often, if ever, do you drink alcoholic beverages such as liquor, wine or beer -- every day, a few times a 
week, about once a week, less than once a week, only on special occasions such as New Years' and 
holidays?



Past Month Reported Use (2022-2023)
Index = ( group % reporting use )/(group % of 21+ Total)

Age Beer Spirits Wine Used Cannabis Beer & Weed Spirits & Weed Wine & Weed

21 - 24 86 112 86 147 126 162 149

25 - 29 105 117 100 161 163 173 176

30 - 34 111 113 104 148 156 159 162

35 - 39 116 114 111 125 137 130 123

40 - 44 111 112 104 114 128 117 108

45 - 49 108 109 103 94 98 88 97

50 - 54 109 105 98 86 89 81 84

55 - 59 109 99 106 90 97 86 84

60 - 64 101 95 101 82 78 77 74

65 - 69 95 88 105 69 68 63 68

70 or older 82 77 106 41 34 35 43

% of Total 40% 43% 31% 13% 7% 9% 8%

Market/Release: Scarborough USA+ 2023 Release 2 Total (Jun 2022 - Oct 2023)   
Base: Projected: 261,511,943 Respondents: 199,993    
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Omnibibulous: Able, or 
likely, to drink almost 
anything (alcoholic)
Bart Watson @BrewersStats: 

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates and NBWA 2021.

Where is Consumption Headed? 
U.S. Population by Age in 2023 and beyond

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

2015 2021

In
d

ex
 B

as
e 

=
 1

00

Past 30 Days Ages 45 to 54

Spirits Beer Wine



Thank You
Lester Jones, Chief Economist, NBWA

ljones@nbwa.org 

Twitter @joneslester

mailto:ljones@nbwa.org
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